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This pamphlet att

an indigenous creation of generations of legislators and 
judges and the troubled landowners who brought their 
water problems to be heard before a legislative hearing 
or a trial. Much of Vermont’s common law is grounded on 
the work of old English judges, which is part of our com-
mon inheritance from Britain, even though Vermont itself 
was ruled by English law for only a handful of troubled 
years, when many Vermonters refused to acknowledge 
its authority. English law is based on Roman law, and that 
on earlier precedents, established back before history. 
Water has been around longer than law, but no culture 
ever lasted long without some well-established laws on 
the subject.

The brook that burbles so sweetly in September took out 
my garage last spring. Salt from the town plow ruined my 
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when a project has an impact on rivers and lakes. Federal 
laws, including those guaranteeing clean water, also af-
fect water use in Vermont.

If you looked for an overriding principle of the law of wa-
ter, it might come down to this: that you can’t use water 
if by doing so you injure others. You have rights—rivers 
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